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Foreword 
 
 
 Roger LaRose was a unique servant of Jesus. Although his time in that 
role was rather brief, he accomplished a great deal and touched the lives of 
many people. He personally led a substantial number to faith in Jesus and some 
to a better immediate life on earth as well. He wrote this book as a sideline to his 
ministry. It did not begin as a project to write a book at all.  It started simply as a 
personal inquiry into some statements in the Scripture which he found personally 
intriguing.  
 It was during the time of his devout study and work with the men who 
came to Gadarenes that Roger began to be particularly fascinated by two things, 
which turned out to be integrally related. The first was the Biblical concept of 
"Rest". The second was the Precision of Scripture. Roger noticed that the 
scripture normally only states the month or year of a given event.  Occasionally, 
when the scripture specifies the day, he suspected that this indicated something 
special.  As he pursued this idea, he discovered vast new insights. 
  He was particularly interested in the way some dates are precisely 
specified, while most are not so precise. This interest seems to have blossomed 
in response to a Palm Sunday sermon when he heard the calculation of the date 
of the Triumphal entry into Jerusalem as given by Josh McDowell in Evidence 
That Demands a Verdict  (p. 181).  Shortly after that sermon, Roger began 
researching precise dates and intervals.   
 Over the next year or so Roger gained new insights. They finally became 
so numerous that he was encouraged to collect them all into a magazine article, 
or perhaps for a tract or pamphlet. As he began to do this, the "article" grew 
beyond the original concept. Finally, it became clear that a book was in process.  
Roger began to write and God used those around him to finance the initial 
transformation of his notes and text into printed form. The development 
continued until Roger's unexpected death in November of 1997.  
 For the most part, this text is presented essentially as he left it. Some 
themes were not quite completed, and he had many more that he had shared 
with those around him.   These will remain for the reader to discover and carry 
farther, under the direction of the Holy Spirit. 
 Roger had skills and talents which uniquely qualified him to write this 
book.  He was employed by a large technology company for much of his life. 
Even though his education included a master's degree in Physics, his specialty 
was the design of large-scale computer operating systems and networks.  It is 
easy to see why he had such a fascination with numbers and the way in which 
the Bible presents them.  
 It is important to realize a few premises which form the basis of Roger's 
analysis. Roger accepted the Bible, as God's direct revelation of Himself to man, 
without error or contradiction. He accepted it in that way because he realized that 
if the Bible contained error or contradiction, that it would be completely beyond 



man's ability to sort out the truth from the error. Apparent contradictions were 
seen as incomplete understanding on our part and hence, as opportunities for 
new insights.  Even though Roger was a man of formidable intellect and widely 
read, he realized that no one can understand the Bible from a solely intellectual 
point of view.  He relied upon interpretation by the Holy Spirit to help him easily 
derive error from truth.  
 During the time of intense study that he spent after his conversion his 
studies led him to accept the basic premises of the eschatological position known 
as "Pre-millennianism". But, he did not accept the concept of "Dispensations", 
which is often attached to "Pre-millennianism". He also directed much of his 
study toward the "Rapture" question, since it is integrally related with "Rest" and 
precision in dating. In all this, he never seemed to take an established position 
and defend it. He was merely open to insights as they were revealed during his 
study. 
 Consequently, this book was not written to espouse a particular position of 
theological treatise, but more a record of discoveries.  It should, in my opinion, be 
read more as a diary or research notebook, such as any scientist or research 
engineer would keep in his daily work, than as a finished scholarly paper. Most of 
Roger's insights are recorded here.  Though he was unable to see the actual 
completion of the book, it is clear that the One Who gave the insights and 
revelations knew exactly how much time Roger had and is Himself never late nor 
lacking. The book must, therefore, be regarded as complete!  
 The clear implication of the 2016 focus is that we must diligently be about 
the work He has assigned to each of us. Much turmoil and uncertainty seems to 
be in the near future. Many need to hear the message that we can enter into His 
Rest, even today! Until the culmination comes Jesus is our Sabbath Rest. Then 
He completes even that.  
 Enjoy this book. Puzzle over it. Question every part of it. That is the 
manner of a real seeker of Truth. Roger LaRose was one of those true seekers. 
He found the real Truth to be the Word, Jesus Christ. He now fully understands 
"Rest".  May you find Truth and Rest for yourself in Him. 
 
    Ronald L. Woodfin, Ph.D., Pastor 
    Cedar Crest Baptist Church 
    Cedar Crest, New Mexico 
    September 25, 1998 
 

 



A note from the Editor 
 

By Sheri Cox 
 

 At Roger’s request, I had the privilege of working with him on this book. 
We worked many days and hours to get it as close as possible to how he wanted 
it to read, as the Lord led him. (The beginning stages were slow, so, as                
Dr. Woodfin shares in the foreword, Cedar Crest Baptist Church financed putting 
the initial work into printed form.)  

Just a few weeks before his death we were very close to the completion of 
the book.  He had noted in the latest draft the changes that we were to make 
next.  The changes he made are reflected in this present edition.   It also 
includes, to the best of my ability, what he called the “Error Analysis”, which had 
to be derived from his hand written notes.   
 We have not changed the spacing in the book, leaving it somewhat 
awkward in actual appearance. It was Roger’s desire that each one should 
discern for himself what God was showing him in this, therefore I have felt led 
that the spacing should remain as is.  Please use this “extra space” for notes as 
God gives you insights on what you read here. 
 I learned a great deal during the writing of this book and still have much to 
learn.  I pray God will bless you and help you to grow in His ways as you read 
and study. 



PREFACE 

 In a very few years two prophets will appear on the earth.  They will have 

a message from God - but that message will not be received.  If that message is 

for the world, these men will be hated and ridiculed and put to death. 

 And then that world will end!  (Praise God!) 

 If the message is for the church, will these men be hated and ridiculed and 

put to death? ....perhaps! 

 And then that church will end!  (Praise God!) 

 Could this be? 

 This text is the story of Jesus’ kingdom and the time of its coming...the 

precise time of its coming.  God has set this “time” and it will not change.  God 

has given us His precise prediction of when that kingdom will come.  It should 

have come already - but hasn’t.  The “time of its coming” hasn’t changed - God 

simply changed “time”.  

 This is the story of God’s clock. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgments 
 
Some special thanks are in order: 
 
 Firstly to my Mom and Dad who provided the cloister for and bore the 
artistic ravings of the handwritten experience - for tolerance ‘above and beyond’ I 
thank you.  May Jesus fill your heart and home…forever. 
 
 And to Joyce who first showed me a picture of Jesus. 
 
 Also to Ron and Martha who have led and loved and taught by living what 
was bought. 
 
 And to Jerry and DaVonna and John for sharing some of the first steps 
along “THE WAY”. 
 
 And most of all to Matt and Sheri who pushed all the right buttons (some 
more than once!) to see that this edition - whence the ink upon this page - saw 
starlight . 
 
 And lastly to Mike who has learned to walk talk - very tall 
 
  
I thank you one and all.  God bless you. 
 
                                                          - RFL 
 
 
 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dedication 
 

To the Holy Spirit 
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“If incompletely I declare Thee… 
Blame not the art 

But the Love I bare Thee” 
 
 

Petrarch 
          Sonnets to Laura #54 

                                               circa 1338 



INTRODUCTION 
 

 Have you ever sat down at your desk for a single purpose – just to get this 

one thing done – one ten minute job? But, the phone rings and your boss gives you 

a more immediate task to finish first.   Then a co-worker knocks on your door and 

needs help with yet another small task...then the intercom buzzes and you’re 

informed of an unannounced meeting in five minutes... and so goes the day.  Before 

you know it, it took 10 hours to get your 10-minute task done.  Life has a way of 

providing the unexpected in the most routine and recurring ways. 

 When I was a boy, my mother was given an expensive set of eight damask 

linen napkins.  Mom was thrilled, but also chagrined; her dinnerware only had 

service for six.  So dad, being a hero, bought her a jumbo set, complete with all the 

serving pieces, of fine bone china.  But they only had knives and forks for six.  So 

dad sprang for a complete set of Rogers Sterling Silverware in service for 8 – 

complete with all the serving pieces.  Well, a place setting that elegant surely 

needed fine stemware and centerpieces and all the accouterments and together all 

this affluence needed a giant table (for 8 of course) to set upon and two giant 

cupboards – a breakfront with a credenza – to house all this tableware.  Well, when 

this dining room extraordinaire was finally assembled, there wasn’t a room in the 

house big enough to put it in!  Thus, mom and dad bought a new house (and I got 

my own bedroom) all because of 8 fancy napkins. 

 Some things go like that.  So it is with the story of Salvation.  What started out 

as a three day journey, ended up taking over 3,000 years.   One thing led to another 

and before you know it, 1446 BC is 1997 [AD!!] and we’re still looking for heavenly 

help to get us out of this mess. 

 This story is real and it involves you and me.  We are the first-string, front-line 

players in a game so one-sided that even Vegas wouldn’t take the action.  But, 

despite the predestined finish, we are stumbling around seemingly lost and done-in, 

stuck in the mud of sudden death; triple overtime no less.   When will somebody 

score so we can pack up and go home?  The answer is real easy.  We can pack up 



and go home as soon as we learn to play by the rules and follow the Coach’s 

instructions. 

 You see, God gave us this rulebook less than two months into the journey 

and told us how we were His number one handpicked team.  We could have all the 

assistance we needed – even the occasional miracle – if we would just follow 

instructions and play by the rules.  But we kept cheating or bragging or crying and 

God kept putting us in the penalty box and adding more periods (or innings or 

quarters) to the game – whatever was required to meet the offense.  A little more 

playing time added here, a little more injury time added there, a bit of overtime for 

emphasis and thus here we are…………..1997 AD. 

 Every century or so, God would send in a super star prophet to help explain 

the rules and objectives of the game, but that didn’t help.  Every time we got close to 

the goal we would commit another major offense and end up further back than when 

we started.   God can stretch out time the same way He stretched out space (to 

make the “playing field”).  To God, time is a “thing” and He can pull some more out 

(like a magician pulling scarves out of his sleeve) any time He wants.   Time is like a 

spy-glass telescope that has section after section being extended as far out as 

necessary for “seeing” better. 

 But for the most part, we, the players, just can’t “see”.  The prophets could.  

They could see better than their counterparts and they gave loud and clear warnings 

about what was wrong with our game plan.  The most amazing part of their message 

was the penalty phase – the time dilation/expansion/extension (or whatever) that 

pushed the finish line a little further out of reach. 

 This work is about those time extensions and the transcendent God that is 

“long suffering to this world” or as 2 Peter 3:8, 9  puts it: 

“But do not forget this one thing dear friends: With the Lord              

 a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like            

a day.  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promises, as some            

understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone            

to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 



 In this work we will look at prophecy and outcomes that come true “precisely” 

– but in God’s time.  We will also look at events and judgments that have been 

determined and appointed [set in concrete], yet delayed again and again so that 

each of us might finally come to repentance.  (Thank you, Jesus!) 

 The concept that ‘sin promotes delay’ (which we will examine in some detail) 

is a measure of unfathomable mercy and grace on God’s part.  We rebel and He 

delays [judgment].  We deserve punishment (death), but He extends mercy 

(otherwise no flesh would survive!)  These “time delays”, provided by grace alone, 

afford mankind the opportunity to meditate upon our rebellious nature, consider our 

rejection of God’s mercy (Jesus), and thereby, some…….some………may come to 

repentance.  These “delays by grace” may not be inexhaustible.  When the sin of the 

Amorites “was full”  God acted in judgment.  And so it will be with all 

mankind……..and all too soon for some.  Judgment or mercy…….your choice. 
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1.0   GOD’S CHALLENGE 
 
 There have been many attempts to set a date and time for the second 

advent - the return of our Savior Messiah - Jesus the Christ.  Self-proclaimed 

prophets, leaders of radical Christian groups and plain old charlatans, have 

named the day and the hour for profit, scandal and notoriety.  But…none have 

been proven correct. 

 Attempts to pre-announce the second coming of Jesus have been subject 

to ridicule by the secular world.  Often this ridicule is subtly directed at the 

believing church rather than at the errant soothsayer.  Literal interpretation of the 

Bible is mocked (everyone knows it’s just a bunch of old fairy tales!!), the actions 

of devoted believers are scorned and, worst of all, the name of Jesus is debased.  

The Kingdom suffers loss. 

 But the Holy Scriptures (which this writer holds to be the inerrant Word of 

God) contain many end-times prophecies that seem to point to the world today 

as the last generation - the Last Days.  Jewish and Christian scholars agree that 

we are approaching the end of the age.  This being so, we had best be ready. 

“Wisdom (we are told) is justified of her children!” (Matthew 11:19 KJV). 

 As the Western world approaches the end of the second millennium, we 

can expect numerous doomsday prophets to advertise and publish end of the 

world fantasies.  Some level of superstitious fear will be manifest in our culture 

and certain authors, “psychics” and con men will make a small fortune off of our 

society’s collective insecurity. 

 This is just one more voice among the many that claim to herald calamity 

or portend disaster.  “BEWARE, THE SKY IS FALLING!!”  But that is not the 

Christian message.  Our gospel - the gospel of Jesus - is GOOD NEWS - joyous 

news - the sky is falling - Hooray - Hooray!  Because that means Jesus is 

coming!!  Nothing [absolutely nothing] could be better.  (Praise God!). 

 I will examine time dependent prophecies and their precise fulfillment.  

There are many prophecies which operate as ‘guidelines to the future.’  They can 

only be interpreted properly when the precise nature of their temporal fulfillment 
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is understood.  They are of the highest value in unraveling the mystery of the 

“Time-line of Salvation.”  In Isaiah 41:22, God says: 

 “Bring in your idols to tell us 

   what is going to happen... 

....Or declare to us the things to come, 

   tell us what the future holds, so that  

we may know that you are gods.”   

 Thus the Creator of time challenges the forces of darkness which rule over 

our fallen world to demonstrate their “omniscience” - the transcendent all-

knowingness which belongs to the nature of God alone.  Again God says in 

Isaiah 42:9: 

“…New things, I declare; before they spring into being, I 

announce them to you.”  

[Jesus says to His disciples: “See, I have told you ahead of time.”  Matthew 

24:25] 

It seems quite clear.  God is stating without reservation, that ‘I alone can 

do this, I alone can transcend time.  I alone can predict the future (it’s Mine, after 

all, I made it!!)’!  Again in Isaiah 44:7, God challenges the gods of this world to: 

   “Lay out before ME.... 

   What is yet to come.... 

   Foretell what will come!”     

 

 God accepts His own challenge in Isaiah 46:9, 10.  He states: 

   “I am God, and there is no other; 

   I am God, and there is none like me. 

  I make known the end from the beginning,  

from ancient times, what is still to come. 

   I say: My purpose will stand, and 

   I will do all that I please.”   
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 The Lord Himself uses the fulfillment of prophecy as proof of His being 

and nature.  We, therefore, should approach this subject with all due reverence.  

It is declared to be Holy. 

 The Scriptures reveal God’s “plan” of salvation for man.  Like any “plan”, it 

has a beginning and an end.  It has objectives to be gained and strategies to be 

employed and it has a precise time-line of execution.   God stakes His reputation 

(the Greatness of His Holy Name) on the precision of His time-line.  Along that 

time-line there is no greater event in all history than the return of Jesus 

Christ......in GLORY! 

 The prophecy of Daniel 9:25 ff, pin-points the first advent of the Lamb of 

God precisely - to the very day!!  Is there no similar prophecy for the exact time 

of His second advent - an even greater event? 

 Western theology has treated this subject with justifiable awe - bordering 

on superstition.  If God boldly asserts that His NAME and His character can be 

found in the prophecies, why would the timing of the greatest event in salvation 

history be hidden from view?  When the ultimate purpose of creation’s existence 

(and our existence) is to give glory to God and when the purpose of the 

Scriptures is to reveal and glorify Jesus (“In the volume of the Book it is written of 

me”   Psalm 40:7 KJV). Why would the timing of the ultimate shining glory be 

veiled? 

 Perhaps it is not! 
 God says:   “I make known the end from the beginning.” 

 Perhaps through the working of the Holy Spirit, we can rightly divide the 

Word....and the answer has been there all along. 
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2.0   TIME 
 

 Because God created time, it is His to use as it pleases Him.  Time is the 

‘stage’ on which the plan of salvation - the Passion play - unfolds.  Time is so 

precious an indicator, that God gave to the Jews (and to all believers) a separate 

(and therefore Holy) way of measuring and tracking time.  The Sun and the Moon 

were created for that purpose. 

“And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament             

of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let    

them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and 

 years:  And let them be for lights in the firmament of  

the heaven to give light upon the earth:  and it was so.   

And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule  

the day, and the lesser light to rule the night:  he made  

the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of the 

 heaven to give light upon the earth, and to rule over the 

 day and over the night, and to divide the light from the 

 darkness: and God saw that it was good.  And the evening 

 and the morning were the fourth day.”  (Genesis 1:14-19 

KJV) 

 In verse 15, the Word says the first purpose of these celestial objects 

was....”to give light to the earth.”  Thanks be to God that we can all enjoy the 

warmth and beauty of a sunny day or the peacefulness of a moon-lit night.  

Physically, these objects have done God’s purpose but is there deeper 

revelation?  Does the phrase “to give light to the earth” have a spiritual aspect as 

well? 

 Light was the fourth property of creation. 

 In the beginning (time), God created the Heavens (space) and the Earth 

(matter).  And then God said: “Let there be light.”  (energy) 

 From modern physics, we know that space and time and matter are all 

manifestations of oneness.  They exist together in a point called “singularity”.  
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Light spans this creation-space and defines the limits of action within the space.  

[E = mc2] 

 That’s all well and good for Einstein and fans of relativistic mechanics - but 

isn’t it strange that a bunch of ignorant nomadic herdsmen, wandering 40 years 

(lost in the desert!), should state the fundamental properties of the universe’s 

design so clearly in the first three verses of their “folklore”? 

 More seriously - we know God is light, truth is light, that the people living 

in darkness have seen a great light, and that that light was the light of men. 

 The Holy Spirit calling attention to the light of the Sun and Moon - days 

and years - gives us reason to consider whether such ‘light’ would be used to 

give glory to Jesus (of course!!!)  Yes, of course it does!  Even the calendar 

praises God!! 

 On the seventh day, God called the work of creation “very good.”  God 

gave us a calendar based on the works of creation (the Sun and Moon).  Thus 

we might suspect such a calendar to be “very good” as well. 

 In this work, we will use the Sun and Moon and the length of the original 

day and month when calculating and computing solutions for time-based 

prophecy.  The length of our day (today) is significantly different from that of 

Adam and Eve’s and our month is also different.  When we use the original clock 

God instituted at creation [and told us to use], the results obtained in prophecy 

determinations are both astounding and convergent. 

 The lunar clock is based on the cycle of the Moon in it’s orbiting of the 

Earth.  Each revolution (or one cycle or period) takes 29.53 days.  But the lunar 

period was not always 29.53 days. Once upon a time, it was 30 days exactly.  

The reasons for the difference between the 30-day period at creation and the 

29.53 day cycle today, will be discussed in Chapter 8. 

 The lunar year had 12 months of 30 days each, or 360 days per year.  

Today, the lunar year is still 12 months, but only 354 days (29.5 x 12).  Some 

lunar months have 30 days, some lunar months have 29 days - but each 

standard lunar year has 354 days.  That’s 11, and sometimes 12 (leap-year) 

days per year less than our solar (sun-based) calendar.  Julius Caesar 



 6 

developed our solar calendar so that he could have “military precision” in the 

operation of the supply lines and tactics used by the Roman Legions.  There 

were some flaws in this “Julian” calendar that became obvious over centuries.  

Pope Gregory fixed some of the problems in 1584 and gave us the Gregorian 

Calendar.  This celestial schedule still has problems but they are only obvious 

over millennia.   

Do you ever wonder why Easter is on a different Sunday each year?  

Sometimes early and sometimes late?   That is because Easter depends, in part, 

on the lunar calendar.  The lunar calendar, with 354 days per year, gets out of 

phase with the solar calendar very quickly.  Every year or two, an extra lunar 

month (a leap month called ‘second Adar’) is added to realign the two systems.  

Virtually all primitive societies used some form of a lunar - based calendar.  The 

Mayan culture’s lunar calendar implementation is possibly the most famous.  But 

for our purposes we will use the Jewish lunar calendar given by God in the Bible. 

God chose to use the New Moon just after the Spring Equinox (March 21 - 1st 

day of Spring) as the start of the year.  A “new moon” is defined as that time 

when the first sliver of the white of the Moon (after having been all black) is seen 

from Jerusalem.  The 1st of each month is defined by each successive “new 

moon”.  “New moon” days were festival days in Israel.  The enemies of Israel 

even tried announcing a new moon “unofficially” to the more remote parts of 

Israel to confuse military orders and religious worship services!  The ‘new moon’ 

had to be seen with the human eye - not calculated.  Cloudy nights could cause 

BIG problems.  The official announcement of “new moon” always came from the 

priests who ran the Temple! 

 The differences between the lunar calendar and the solar calendar are so 

great that it takes a sophisticated computer program to align the two calendar 

systems accurately.  Knowing when a “new moon” was seen over Jerusalem by 

a sentry in King David’s army is a hard element to determine.  Exactly when the 

ancients chose to insert an extra month in the lunar year is also a bit subjective.  

Over time, the Temple priests developed standing rules for these procedures.  

For work in this text, by-hand estimates for conversion between lunar and solar 
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calendars are used.  We will not need space-flight accuracy.  Where improved 

accuracy might help clarify things, the reader is encouraged to try his hand at 

precise conversions. 

 The lunar calendar used by Abraham and Moses and Jesus, appears in 

Figure 2-1. 

 

 

1. Nisan (Abib)     7. Tishri (Ethanim) 

2. Ziv (Lyyar)     8. Bul (Marcheshan) 

3. Sivan      9. Kislev 

4. Tammuz     10. Tebeth 

5. Ab      11. Shebat 

6. Elul      12. Adar* 

 

 * 13. Leap month is Sheni Adar (Second Adar) 

 

 

Figure 2-1 

THE BIBLICAL LUNAR CALENDAR 

 

 
 [NOTE: There are actually two major Jewish lunar calendars.  The religious calendar used by the 

priests for holidays and feasts, and the civil calendar used by the government which is exactly 6 

months out of phase with the priest’s religious calendar.  This is similar to the way the U.S. 

Government has a “fiscal year” starting on October 1st, and a standard calendar using January 

1st for the start of a new year.  There are other Jewish lunar calendars which historians must 

struggle with such as the calendar for agricultural events (and Tithing), but they do not affect our 

work here.  All lunar events in this work use the Religious Calendar shown in Figure 2.1.] 
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3.0    THE FEASTS AND JESUS 

 

 In Leviticus 23, God institutes seven feasts for His glory.  These seven 

High Holy days [and they certainly should be considered High Holy days seeing 

as how they were hand-picked by God Himself!] are major predictors and 

milestones in God’s plan of salvation.  These feasts are shown in Figure 3.1. 

 

 English Hebrew Time 

Spring 1. Passover Pesach 14th of Nisan 

 2.Unleavened              

Bread 

Hag Ha Matzah 15th of Nisan 

 3. First Fruits *Bikkurim Day after 1st regular 

Sabbath of Hag Ha 

Matzah 

 4.Pentecost Shavout First Fruits plus 50 

days 

Fall 5. Trumpets Yom Teruah 1st of Tishri 

 6. Atonement Yom Kippur 10th of Tishri 

 7. In-Gathering Sukkot 15th -21st of Tishri 

 

*This day does not have a unique name in Jewish tradition, but is referred to as ‘the 

offering of the First Fruits’.  “Bikkurim” is my literal substitution for the term “First Fruits”. 

Figure 3-1 

THE FEASTS 

 The Feasts are divided into two groups, the first four are in the Spring and the 

last three are in the Fall. 

 As Joseph Good points out in his work on Rosh HaShanah1, the two groups of 

Feasts are in fact the “Former Rains” and the “Latter Rains” of which Hosea 6:3 speaks: 

                                                 
     1Rosh HaShanah and the Messianic Kingdom to Come, Joseph Good, 1989, Hatikva 
Ministries, Pt. Arthur, Tx. 
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   “....and He (the Lord) shall come unto us as the rain,    

   as the latter and former rain unto the earth.”   (KJV) 

 Therefore, when taken in their fullest Messianic meaning, the Feasts illustrate the 

first and second comings of Jesus.  Thus the Feasts are special prophetic days and 

celebrate major events in God’s dealings with the Jews (the chosen People - chosen to 

make God’s name great - i.e., chosen for service to glorify God).  These special days 

also reflect major events in the agricultural year (harvesting) and most importantly these 

days represent events (both past (former rains) and future (latter rains)) in the revelation 

of the glory of the Messiah Christ Jesus. 

 From our readings of the Old and New Testaments, we are familiar with the deep 

Messianic significance of the first four Feasts: 

 

 1. Passover:   THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB! 

 The only protection from the Angel of Death was to hide under the Blood.  From 

the first sin in the Garden of Eden to Abraham’s faith in YHWH, a lamb has been the 

substitute slain for man’s sin.  At the first Passover, God instituted criteria and 

procedures for this symbolic ceremony.  The lamb had to be spotless - without blemish - 

perfect in every way.  What lamb is so perfect, we should ask - behold the Lamb of 

God... (John 1:29). 

 On the 10th of the month (of Nisan), the believing Jew would take that lamb into 

his house to be examined and known by the whole family.  It was on the 10th of Nisan 

that God’s lamb, Jesus, entered God’s house, the Temple in Jerusalem, to be examined 

and tested by the scribes and the Pharisees so that they might know Him whom they 

would slay.  On the 14th of Nisan, the chosen sacrificial lamb was taken by the High 

Priest and tied to the Temple altar at 9 AM - so also Jesus was taken and tied (nailed) 

to the tree - the Tree of Life - the Cross - at 9 AM.  And at 3 PM precisely, the High 

Priest cut the lamb’s throat saying, “It is finished!”   (Meaning:  The sacrifice has been 

offered.)  At 3 PM, Jesus, the Lamb of God, also declared that “It is finished” and 

surrendered His life...a ransom for many. 

 Since Christ was crucified from the foundation of the world, God, in His passion 
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that everyone “might kiss the Son” (Psalm 2), built into the original Passover special 

elements, all of the pointers and all of the signs necessary to see the mystery of 

Messiah fulfilled in Christ Jesus. 

 But why was the timing of the events of Passover so perfect and precise?  

Couldn’t Jesus have died at any time on any day and still be the one and only 

acceptable sacrifice?  Yes, of course!!  But in instituting the Festivals, God was setting 

up the Passion play and commanding that man rehearse the lines and scenes from the 

play precisely for 1500 prophetic years.  [Note:  1500 prophetic years is 1478 calendar 

years (1500A = 1478) starting from 1446 BC and counting 1478 Passovers gives us the 

year 32 AD the cross of Jesus.]  In this way, every ingredient and every nuance of the 

substitutional ceremony would be known and available for meditation.  You see, God 

said, “Last of all I will send my own Son - surely they will honor Him.”  Matthew 21:37 

(paraphrased). 

 [Jesus’ words, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do,” has even 

greater significance when you consider the irony that after 1500 rehearsals, they still did 

not know what they were doing].  

 That is why the coincident timing of the events is of  such major significance.   

When God instituted His feast, He required that all Jewish men be present in Jerusalem 

at the “appointed time.”  A Hebrew term for feast is “Mo’ed” which means “set-time.”  

(See J. Good, Rosh HaShanah, Chapter 3). 

 The exact time for the Lamb of God to redeem the world through blood sacrifice 

was “set” from eternity.  All Jewish men were to be there to bare witness to God’s 

mercy. 

 - See I will declare a work to you before hand.  (Fulfilled John 14:29) 

 - ...Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; and he saw it.  (John 

8:56)  

 There on the mountains of Moriah - the same mountain that Jesus would die on - 

in perfect obedience - there Abraham, in his act of obedience, saw in a vision the lamb 

that God would provide. (Genesis 22:13) 

 The Lord declares that these times are “set” (Mo’ed) - “appointed” from eternity 
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and they will come to pass.  Precisely on schedule.   
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          Full Moon                Full Moon 

                        
            Nisan        3             4                  Tishri 
 
       1          First fruits                Pentecost               Rosh ha   ,              
 Passover                            Shanna        x                         Yom Kippur       Tabernacles  
                                    X                   X                      
 Spring      2 

unleavened bread       50 days     Fall       
           4 

        Old               New 
                 1   Sacrifice     covenant covenant             5    Harvest 
         LAW             GRACE                6  Renewal/Jubilee 
   2  Atonement     Spirit                7  Marriage
     3  Resurrection           [rebirth]  

 

 

Figure 3-2 

JESUS AND THE FEASTS 

5 

6 

          
15 

7 

   
15    
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 2. UNLEAVENED BREAD: 

 After the Passover of 1446 BC, the Jews were given permission to go and 

worship their God - to leave Egypt, the land of slavery (to sin) behind - to be 

separated from the world for the purpose of worship - to glorify God. 

 Our desire to be separated - to leave the world and sin behind - should be 

equally as intense.  There should be no time spent letting bread rise - the time to 

leave is now.  Today is the day of Salvation! 

 Paul says in l Corinthians 5:8: “Therefore let us keep the feast not with old 

leaven...but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 

 Why would Paul encourage this Christian church to “keep the feast”?  Isn’t 

this a Jewish holiday?  NO!  It’s God’s holiday! - one of seven - instituted to 

show believers the deepest meaning of Messiah. 

 As believers, we are also called to be separated and to eat the 

unleavened bread - the bread of life - the true Manna.  (See John 6:35 - “I am the 

bread of life.”) 

 We, the Redeemed, should also partake of this festival and celebrate 

before the whole world the mercy that God has given us to feast on. 

 

 3. FIRST FRUITS: 

 The first Sunday after the weekly Sabbath of Passover week (“Passover”) 

is the Festival of First Fruits, the beginning of the spring barley harvest.  Jesus 

begins that harvest by His rising from the dead.  (“And the graves were opened; 

and many bodies of the saints which slept arose.”  Matthew 27:52 KJV) Death 

was left behind in an empty tomb. 

The initial celebration of first fruits (from the dead) was a major milestone 

in Jewish history.  The Jews were resurrected from a watery grave 3 days after 

the original Passover.  Two million frightened souls stood on the shores of the 

Red Sea terrified of Pharaoh and his on-rushing army.  But these beleaguered 

refugees saw that the way to freedom provided by God was through the Valley of 

Death.  Down they went into the Red Sea, protected by God on all sides.  They 

emerged - resurrected from death - on the other side.  They were the first fruits of 
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salvation.  When the grave closed over the unbelievers and swallowed them in 

defeat, the Jews were then physically free of Egypt.  (Prior to his death Pharaoh 

still owned them.  Now they belonged to God!)  Satan was defeated, Death was 

defeated, and it was on to the Promised Land.  (God’s next gift would be Jesus 

and rest, but more on this later.) 

 

 4. PENTECOST: 

 From the first fruits of a new life out of Egypt and freedom from Pharaoh, 

the Jews proceed 50 days to Mount Sinai to meet with God - to hear His voice 

and to receive His rulebook - the Law.   This was the first Pentecost or Feast of 

Weeks.   The “set” appointment for Pentecost was prophetically fulfilled in the 

upper room when the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of God, descended on the first 

church.  With the Spirit of Jesus in their hearts (Acts 4:33), the Apostles were 

ready to do the work for which they had been both chosen and separated - to 

glorify God and His work in the Messiah Christ Jesus. 

 All of the spring feasts (the former rain) were fulfilled by Messiah at His 

first coming.  None of the first four feasts instituted by God were random or 

whimsical events.  They were uniquely specified and ordained by historic 
events in Jewish nationhood and were to be celebrated by the precise 

observance of the lunar calendar.   Yes, the feasts are historic events, but they 

are also prophetic symbols. 

 The actual fulfillment of these prophetic symbols takes place in the life and 

work of the Messiah.  This work will show that other historic events were 

precise prophecy of future feast fulfillments.  These events in the life of Jesus are 

shown in Figure 3-2. 

 God shaped all of pre-salvation history with events and milestones - road 

markers and neon signs - proclaiming the glory of the coming Messiah His Son.  

What father wouldn’t advertise his son’s grand performance of righteousness?  

So God ordained and orchestrated celebrations, festivals and precise rituals 

which pointed to and proclaimed the work of Messiah.  But like any grand 

festival, history required a precise schedule - so that all righteousness might be 
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fulfilled at the precise appointed (Mo’ed) time.  God says His Word is good and 

dependable - we can count on it!  How can we count on it if the schedule is 

arbitrary or unknown?  How can we be in Jerusalem at the appointed time if we 

don’t have a schedule and a clock? 

 Well, fret not! - God has given us the schedule for the future in His 

prophecy and feasts.  That schedule uses the same clock as the original plan - 

the cycle of the Moon!  The major events left to be fulfilled by, in, and through 

Messiah Jesus are the Fall Feasts - the Latter Rain - satisfied and accomplished 

at the second coming.  These unfulfilled feasts are: 

  5. Trumpets 

  6. Atonement 

  7. In-Gathering (Tabernacles) 

 These feasts, the last of the seven ordained by God, all occur in the 

seventh month of the religious year, the month of Tishri. 

 

 5. TRUMPETS - YOM TERUAH: 

 Leviticus 23 has little to say about the feast of Trumpets.  We are simply 

told that the first day of the seventh month is a Holy day of rest - blow the trumpet 

(Shofar).  What is the purpose of this day?  God has left us important clues in His 

Word.  The Scripture is filled with prophetic references to the blowing of the 

trumpet.  These God-ordained uses of the trumpet blast are to: alert, alarm, 

announce, proclaim and assemble the children of Israel. 

 There are two types of trumpets described in Scripture: silver trumpets (2) 

and the ram’s horn (Shofar).  God ordained the two silver trumpets to be used to 

maintain order and discipline when the Jews were crossing the desert.  The silver 

trumpets were sounded to order the line of march and they were also sounded to 

call the leaders (or all the people) to an assembly.   These same two silver 

trumpets were used to call the people to war (especially to remind warriors that 

the battle belonged to the Lord!).  Lastly, these two silver trumpets were used to 

announce the festivals ordained by God. 
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 The other trumpet ordained by God is the ram’s horn - the Shofar.  It is 

blown on two occasions: on the Feast of Trumpets and to proclaim Jubilee. 

 From the lunar calendar (see Figure 2-1), we see that the seventh month 

is called “Tishri”.  This is also the first month of the civil calendar.  Therefore, the 

first of Tishri is both Yom Teruah (the Day of Trumpets) and Rosh HaShanah 

(New Year’s Day).  The blowing of the trumpet reminds us that God will bring 

judgment on His enemies on this day, Yom haDin, the day of judgment, sounding 

the Heavenly Shofar Himself! (See Zechariah 9:14 ff)  This period of judgment 

begins on the 1st of Tishri and continues for nine more days.  On the 10th of 

Tishri, God offers atonement for sinners who have repented during this period.   

The 10th of Tishri is called Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement).  The ten-day 

period, from the 1st of Tishri to the 10th of Tishri, is known as “the days of awe” 

(Yamin Nora`im). 

 These ten days will play an important part in the prophecy fulfillments we 

will examine in the coming chapters.  Remember, these are pre-selected days 

that God designed to illustrate Jesus - and to give glory to the Son of God. 

 The Shofar, or Ram’s horn, is also used by God to announce the start of 

Jubilee Year. A Jubilee Year is to be celebrated every 50 years.  It is a Sabbath 

year.  The most distinguishing feature of the Jubilee Year is summed up in the 

word “RETURN.”  The wandering people are to return to and be reunited with 

their ancestral clans and families.  Freedom is to be returned to the captives, 

debts are to be forgiven and all land is to be returned to it’s original owners within 

the clan or family inheritance.  This process achieves “restoration”, as all things 

are returned to their original initial condition - restored - made new (“Behold, all 

things are become new.”  2 Corinthians 5:17 KJV) 

 The Jubilee Year begins at sundown with the blowing of the Shofar on the 

Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur, the 10th of Tishri, the seventh month. 

 

 6. ATONEMENT - Yom Kippur: 

 Yom Kippur is the most solemn of the Jewish High Holy days instituted by 

God.  It is a day God says “to deny yourselves”.   It was on this one day a year 
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that the High Priest entered into the Most Holy Place, The Holy of Holies, offering 

to God the blood of a sacrificial goat used as a symbol of atonement - a blood 

covering - for the sins of the Nation Israel. 

 The Book of Hebrews describes the role of Messiah Jesus as He offers 

His own blood in the Heavenly Tabernacle - once for all!  An act that never needs 

repeating, for the blood of Jesus cleanses all believers, past, present and future, 

from their impurity. 

 With the perfect [efficacious] atonement having already been made in 

Heaven for us by Jesus, it seems as though this God-ordained festival has 

already been satisfied.  What action would be left for Jesus to do (on earth) on 

Yom Kippur now that He has achieved eternal reconciliation for His church?  

Well, what did Jesus do immediately after the eternal atonement?  The Scripture 

reads (Hebrews 10:12-13): 

   “...he sat down at the right hand of God.   

Since that time he waits for his enemies  

to be made his footstool.”    

Yom Kippur is also called Yom haDin - day of Judgment [the last of the 10 “Days 

of Awe”].  Jesus, sitting at the right hand of God, is in the judgment position.  He 

waits for the appointed time (“Mo`ed) for God’s wrath to fall on the unbelievers, 

the unrepentant. 

 Repentance means everything to God.  Repentance is a process of 

‘cleansing unto God’.  When repentance is present in a person, that soul is 

without pride, humble before God and openly confessing the sinful errors of a 

past life.  When repentance is not present in a person, they are hard-hearted, 

filled with pride and unbelieving in God, wrath or judgment.   In this work we will 

examine instances of repentance and their effect on history.   God is so moved 

by repentance that He will even change ‘time’ in order to provide an opportunity 

for repentance. 

 The Jews honored God with a 40-day period of repentance.  This period of 

repentance is called “TESHUVAH”.  This soul cleansing period begins on the 1st 

day of the sixth month, Elul, and continues through the 10th of Tishri - Yom 
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Kippur.  These forty days will play a major role in the history of Israel.  These 

events are foreshadowed via the prophetic life of King David as imagery of Jesus 

and the last days.  A detailed explanation of this imagery and foreshadowing of 

David as a type of Christ is provided in Chapter 15. 

 

 3.7 IN-GATHERING (TABERNACLES OR SUKKOT): 

 The last fall feast, Tabernacles, is the most joyous of all the Jewish feasts.  

It not only celebrates the in-gathering of the fall harvest, but also God’s dwelling 

with His people. 

 Tabernacles celebrates those days in the desert when the Glory of the 

Lord visited and rested on the nation of Israel.  With God among them, they had 

need of nothing.  He gave them water in the desert, bread from heaven and quail 

at sunset.  Their shoes didn’t wear out and their clothes didn’t fray.  They were 

on their way to the Promised Land and God was leading them. 

 What could be better? 

 Here we have a glorious picture of the Messianic Kingdom - the 

Millennium - the 1,000 years of peace with Jesus leading (ruling) His chosen 

people. 

 If this is also a Jubilee year - then all rightful things are returned and put in 

their proper place, i.e. restored!  (And as we will see Jesus will return in a Jubilee 

year!!!!!!) 

 We will celebrate in a restored world!!!  The curse is put away, Satan is 

bound, and we can sit at the feet of Jesus.  (“…They will neither harm nor 

destroy on all my Holy mountain” Isaiah 65:25.) 

 This will be the time for Jesus to assume His rightful place as King - 

[which requires a coronation] and to celebrate His marriage with the Bride (the 

church) [which requires a wedding feast]. 

 It is interesting to note that in a Jubilee year, in the month of Tishri, seven 

trumpets sound.  Two trumpets sound to announce Rosh HaShanah; two 

trumpets sound to proclaim Yom Kippur; and the Shofar Ha Gadol (the Great 

Trumpet) marks sunset of Yom Kippur,  the start of the Jubilee.   Trumpets 6 and 
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7 announce the celebration of Tabernacles - God with us!.  The sounding of 

seven trumpets is also a very solemn reminder of the seven trumpets of 

Judgment and wrath found in The Book of the Revelation.  Which trumpets will 

you hear?  The seven for wrath or the seven for celebration? 

 It is also interesting to speculate that Sukkot (Tabernacles) might be the 

birthday of Jesus.  The one requirement of the millennium is that all nations must 

come before the King on this day.  (See Zechariah 14:16ff) 

 Jesus’ birthday may be estimated from clues found in Scripture. 

 Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, was a priest of the division of 

Abijah.  I Chronicles 24:10 tells us that the ‘eighth lot’ or period of Temple service 

fell to the family of Abijah.  The eighth regular service period is the 10th week of 

the year (week #3 Passover and week #9 Pentecost, have special service).  It 

was during his regular Temple service that Zechariah was told he would have a 

son. So sometime after week 10 ends - according to Elizabeth’s fertility cycle, 

John the Baptist was conceived - sometime around week 12, or 3 months into 5 

BC.  John’s birth occurred 9 months later.  Since 3 months plus 9 months equals 

12 months - John’s birth was in the first month - about Passover- of 4 BC.   Jesus 

was born six months after that (via Luke 1:26).  Passover is in Nisan the first 

month - so six months later is the seventh month, Tishri - the Feast of 

Tabernacles.  The infant Jesus was born in a “stable” - a booth - Sukkah 

(singular) during the Feast of Sukkot (plural) because there was no room at the 

inn.  Why?  Because the City of Jerusalem and all the inns of the surrounding  

countryside (including Bethlehem) were full of pilgrims celebrating the festival(s) 

of Tabernacles. 

 [Note:  Luke tells us that Joseph went to Bethlehem to register for the 

census (Luke 2:4,5).  This is surely true.  But what we also see is a very devout 

man taking his family to worship God at the feast of Tabernacles (in Jerusalem) 

and a very practical man registering for the census (in Bethlehem) during the 

same pilgrimage!] 
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4.0   The Five W’s 
 

Acts 18:28 tells us that Appollos would publicly refute the Jews: 

 “In proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.”    

Can you do that?  Prove by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah - using 

only the Old Testament? (That’s all Appollos had!   Paul and Peter and John 

hadn’t written the New Testament yet.  It was in their hearts, but not yet in their 

heads!) I’ve often wondered what Appollos might have used as evidence - which 

references, which prophecies?  Who knows, for there is plenty to choose from.  

“…In the volume of the book it is written of me.” (Psalm 40:7)  But sadly, the 

average Christian does not understand or appreciate Jewish Messianic 

expectations.  Alfred Edersheim, in his tome “The Life and Times of Jesus the 

Messiah”, gives a remarkable portrait of first century Rabbinic thought concerning 

Israel’s attitudes and aspirations for the Anointed One of God.  (Book II, Chapter 

5).  Appendix IX contains a list of Messianically applied OT passages found in 

ancient Rabbinic writings.  Edersheim conveys Jewish Messianic expectations of 

the first century with remarkable insight and clarity.  The New Testament teaches 

that Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  In other 

words Jesus is all in all.   Edersheim shows that Rabbinic teachings of Messiah 

also included everything in between Alpha and Omega.  The following examples 

from Sanhedrin writings are classic illustrations of the all-in-all nature of Rabbinic 

Messiah. 

 

  All the prophets prophesied not 

  But of the day of Messiah   (1) Sanh 99A 

 

  The world was not created 

  But only for the Messiah   (2)Sanh 98b 
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 To the devout Jew and Rabbinic teacher the Messiah was everything - as 

these passages clearly show.  There are over 450 specific prophecies 

concerning Messiah cited by Edersheim and his list is not exhaustive!  Only 

those scripture references are listed for which there are extant ancient Rabbinic 

commentaries.   With so much to glean from it should be easy to show that the 

“Anointed One” so eagerly anticipated by Israel was in fact  Jesus of Nazareth.  

Because this text deals with the precise fulfillment of the Word of God, we will 

only cite references here that illustrate this level of precision.  (Prophecy that is 

more objective than subjective.) 

 Let’s try to fill out the standard reporter’s questionnaire or prosecutor’s trial 

matrix.  Let’s answer the five W’s:  the Who, What, When, Where and Why (and 

we’ll throw in “how” as well), and see if we can find enough evidence “to convict 

Jesus of being the Messiah.” 

 Were the following references indicative of Jesus of Nazareth or did they 

reference some other missed and long forgotten pretender? 

 - Son of God 

 - Son of Man 

 - High Priest 

 - Prophet 

 - King of Israel 

 - Lamb of God 

 - Messiah 

 - Anointed One 

 Who did Jesus say he was?  What did the prophets have to say about this 

coming One?   

 Let’s take a look. 
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[WHO] is this “Messiah” or “Anointed One”?  

1.  Isaiah 7:14 

 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: the Virgin 

will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him 

Immanuel.   

 Theologians can argue the virgin birth until they are blue in the face but in 

reality, could the conception of God Himself have happened in the physical?  

What do you mean “God Himself?” you may ask? - Note the association of the 

child as “Immanuel”, in other words as “God with us”.  The conception of this 

child, who is God, must therefore be spiritually achieved and not physically 

achieved (man cannot create God). 

2.  Genesis 49:10:  

The scepter will not depart from Judah nor the ruler’s staff 

from between his feet until he comes to whom it (tribute) 

belongs and the obedience of nations is his.   

 We look for this ‘child’ to be a King - the King of all nations - born of the 

Tribe of Judah. 

3.  Isaiah 9:6ff  

For to us a child is born, To us a son is given and the 

government will be on his shoulder.  And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and 

peace there will be no end.  He will reign on David’s throne 

and over his kingdom...    

 This male child will be called God - He will be king over ‘Israel’, and a 

member of the house of David.  How do we know He is from the house of David? 
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Isaiah 11:1, 2a  

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots 

a Branch will bear fruit.  The Spirit of the Lord will rest on 

Him…  

The Jesse that Isaiah was referring to was the father of David - so one 

from David’s line will be called the Branch. 

 

[WHAT] is this “Messiah” or “Anointed One”? 

   1. Psalm 2:6-7 

   I have installed my King 

   On Zion, my Holy hill. 

   I will proclaim the degree of the Lord: 

   He said to me, “You are my Son; 

   Today I have become your father.   

 What is this child of the house of David but God’s own Son!  (And King of 

Israel). 

2.  Psalm 110:4  

The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind:  “You  

are a priest forever in the Order of Melchizedek.”   

 What is this child - both King and priest? 

 

[WHEN] will this Messiah come? 

   Daniel 9:25  

Know and understand this: 

From the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild 

Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there 

will be 7 sevens and 62 sevens (483 prophetic years) 

   ....the Anointed One will be cut off (killed).    

 As will be shown in Chapter 5, 483 prophetic years is 476 regular years 

and this period ends in 32 AD - when Jesus is crucified (cut off). 
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[WHERE] will the Messiah come? 

  1. WHERE TO BE BORN 

   Micah 5:2   

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among 

the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will 

be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old - from 

ancient times. 

 So our child - Eternal Son of God - priest and king will be born in 

Bethlehem.  But which Bethlehem (House of Bread) - there are several such 

places.  Note: Ephrathah - not just the town (Bethlehem) is named but also the 

ancient name for the township or area (Ephrathah) so that there is no mistaking 

which village is meant.   This is the Bethlehem just outside Jerusalem, where the 

lambs for temple sacrifice are penned. 

 

2.   WHERE TO DIE: 

   Zechariah 9:9   

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout Daughter of 

Jerusalem!  See, your king comes to you, righteous and 

having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, 

the foal of a donkey. 

 This king will come to Jerusalem bringing the people “salvation.” 

 

[WHY] does Messiah Die: 

1.  Genesis 3:15 (KJV) [God addressing Satan] 

I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between 

thy seed and her seed;  It (Messiah) shall bruise thy head, 

and thou shalt  bruise his heel. 

 God promises Satan that he will pay for what he has done.  The blood of 

Messiah will set free the prisoners of Satan (sin). 
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2.   Exodus 6:6-7  

I will free you. . .  

   I will redeem you with an outstretched arm. . .  

   I am the Lord 

How much more ‘outstretched’ can one’s arm get than to be crucified? 

 

3.   Isaiah 53:8   

…For he was cut-off from the land of the living;   

For the transgressions of my people he was stricken. 

 

4.  Isaiah 53:5   

…He was crushed for our iniquities; The punishment that 

brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are 

healed. 

 God Himself will do this work of redeeming and setting free - He is the 

One who saves. 

5.  Isaiah 53:6   

The Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.   

Jesus died to take our punishment on Himself.  The price of our sin has 

been paid.  

6.  Isaiah 53:10   

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause Him to 

suffer. . . the Lord makes His life a guilt offering. 

 God made Jesus, His own son, our atonement! 

 

Are you sure this Messiah’s name is Jesus? 

[WHO] 

1.  Zechariah 6:12   

Tell him this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Here is the 

man whose name is THE BRANCH.” 
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 This person’s God was talking about had the same name as the Messiah!  

To whom was the Lord speaking?  To the High Priest, Jeshua - (Jesus - he who 

saves) and 6:13 tells us He will also wear a King’s crown - King and priest in one. 

 

[HOW] will the Messiah Jeshua Die? 

   1.  Psalm 22:7, 8, 14, 16, 17 & 18  

All who seek me mock at me 

They hurl insults, shaking their heads: 

He trusts in the Lord; let the Lord rescue Him.  

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint.  

My heart has turned to wax;  It has melted away within me. 

....they have pierced my hands and my feet 

I can count all my bones; 

People stare and gloat over me. 

They divide my garments among them 

   and cast lots for my clothing. 

 How was Jeshua, Son of God, King and High Priest, cut off - He was 

pierced in His hands and feet.  He was crucified! 

 2.  Isaiah 53:5a  

 But he was pierced for ____________’s  transgressions. 

[put your own name in the blank!] 

 3.  Zechariah 12:10 c, d    

 . . .They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they 

will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child...a first-

born son. 

 When those who crucified God’s only Son see Him at the Second Coming, 

they will understand - and grieve and mourn! 

 There are hundreds of other scriptures which point clearly to Jesus and 

His ministry and His sacrifice.  Anyone willing to look (and see) will find that it is 

true: “In the volume of the Book it is written of me”!   (Psalm 40:7)(Praise God!!). 
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 [Note:  A similar and probably more masterful rendition of the detective’s 

matrix can be found in Josh McDowell’s:  Evidence That Demands A Verdict 

(©Copyright Campus Crusade for Christ, Inc. 1972,1979.) 

 

God’s Master Plan: 

 With the approach of the year 2000 AD Christianity will begin it’s third 

millennium.  But “creation” will be ending its sixth millennium.  There are several 

ways to arrive at this conclusion.  In 1654, James Ussher, the Arch Bishop of 

Armagh in Ireland, published his documented dating of creation,  Annals Yeteris 

et Novi Testamentio.   Ussher assigned a creation date of 4004BC.  He arrived at 

this date using the ages of the patriarch’s at fatherhood given in the Scriptures 

(Genesis 5).  Beginning at Adam’s begetting Seth (when Adam was 130 years 

old), and continuing up to Joseph and the period of slavery in Egypt, Ussher 

summed the period of Genesis.  He then chronicled from Moses through Judges, 

to reach the reign of David.  Then Ussher traced the annals of the kings of the 

House of Judah up to Zedekiah the last King of the house of Judah, to find the 

years to the fall of Jerusalem (586 BC).    From there, he added the period of 

captivity in Babylon to the history of the building of the Second Temple and tied 

these records to the ancient records of the Persian kings to get Nehemiah’s 

return during the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes.  From there, he was able to 

align events with the records of ancient Greece (which fought major wars with the 

Persians) to make a continuum of Israel’s history for measurement and critique.   

 Using this technique, Ussher arrived at a date of 4004 BC for the Creation.  

Anyone who has attempted to build a time line of the Old Testament, or has 

otherwise engaged an Old Testament chronology, knows how difficult the 

bishop’s task was.  Following Ussher’s approach, I have personally built such a 

time line up to the Second Temple with extra-Biblical linkage to King Artaxerxes.   

 

 [Note:  A missionary brother of mine, Mr. John Moore of Cedar Crest, 
NM, has continued this time-line to the Crucifixion.  The task is especially 
difficult because the record is not simplistically continuous but rather built 
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by logical inference and deduction from small scraps of truth scattered 
innocuously through-out both the Old and New Testaments.  I am indebted 
to Mr. Moore for his diligence and perseverance on the project.]   
 
 Building a trustworthy chronology up to the reign of the Persian Monarch 

Artaxerxes is quite important because events in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes’ 

reign are paramount to fixing the starting point of Daniel’s prophecy of the advent 

and death of the Messiah Jesus and to the prophesy of the end of the age - 

Daniel’s 70th week.  This prophecy is explained in more detail in Chapter 5. 

 The dating of creation by James Ussher at 4004 BC appears in general 

agreement with the work of ancient and modern Rabbis (and many Christians as 

well!).  Both schools see the days of creation as 6,000 years followed by a radical 

change in God’s manner of dealing with fallen man and the curse that has been 

placed on creation (Genesis 3). 

 Recall that the Scripture teaches that things on earth are a shadow of 

things in Heaven (Hebrews 8:5), and Peter reminds us that one day with the Lord 

is as 1,000 years (II Peter 3:8). 

 Also, Psalm 90:4 says: 

  “For a thousand years in your sight 

   Are like a day that has just gone by.”   

 It is not difficult from this perspective to see allegorical prophecy in the 

account of creation given in Genesis.  There are six days of creation (Genesis 1) 

followed by a Holy day of rest.  Thus, the prophetic extension of six days to 6,000 

years of fallen creation, followed by a day of rest - 1,000 years of peace, the 

millennium [Rest in the Messianic Kingdom.] 

 There are several examples of this seven (7) day picture seen in the life of 

Jesus.  In the Gospel of John we find the sign given at the wedding feast at 

Cana (John 2).  I reinforce “sign” vice “miracle” because the work of the Messiah 

was more than a parlor trick or even a ‘simple’ miracle (extension of the laws of 

fallen creation).  The work of Messiah was to do the will of the Father - and 

thereby to show who He (Jesus) was and where He came from (Heaven/God) 
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and exactly what “time” it was prophetically.  In the sign of the wedding feast, 

note that the miracle occurs on the seventh day.  Follow the days of Chapter 1 

carefully.  On the fourth day, Jesus takes a trip to Galilee.  If this sign is a 

program/paradigm of the creation days sequence, then day 4 is 4,000 years into 

creation and the trip to Galilee represents the first coming of Jesus and the 

wedding at Cana on day seven is the second coming of Jesus and the wedding 

feast is the marriage of the Bride of Christ.  The entire “sign” is prophecy showing 

the design of the Plan of God.   (I am indebted to Joseph Good for this 

chronological/eschatological picture!). 

 In Matthew 17, we see the transfiguration of Jesus.  Note the phrase in 

Verse 1: “After 6 days.”  These are the six days of fallen man (and creation) 

which take 6,000 years.  Then the 1,000 years of Jesus in transfigured glory.  So 

here again is a picture of creation ending in the Kingdom of the Messiah. 

 If these examples are indeed pointers and prophecy of a 6,000-year 

period followed by 1,000 years of rest, then many major events in Scripture (the 

Rapture and the tribulation, for example) must occur quite soon. 
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5.0 GOD’S CLOCK 

 

 If you have a plan you usually have a schedule and if you have a schedule 

you usually have a clock.  That way you’ll know when and, therefore, where you 

are.  God’s Plan has a clock too. 

 As we pointed out earlier, the feasts instituted by God (on a calendar 

designed by God) are rehearsals of the actual events - pre-ordained for a specific 

hour, day , month, year - Mo`ed - appointed. [Appointed from eternity.] (See 

Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible; Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 

reference entry 4150.)  

 God’s first use of the word “Mo`ed” in Scripture is in Genesis 18:14b.  In 

speaking of the promise to Abraham: 

   I will return to you at the appointed time 

   next year and Sarah will have a son  

 God knew the very day and hour of Isaac’s birth.  And the Word says in 

Exodus12:41:  (Also of God’s promise to Abraham): 

   “At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the  

Lord’s divisions left Egypt.” 

 If God did it once “to the very day” He can, and will, surely do it again - to 

the very day.  Yes, all of the Lord’s divisions are going to leave Egypt (the world 

of sin) for the last time - in the twinkling of an eye.  PRAISE GOD!!! 

 In Revelation 9:15, John says of the four angels who were bound at the 

great River Euphrates, that they: 

“...had been kept ready for this very hour and day and month 

and  year.”  

 Sure seems kind of specific and precise to me. 

 Sir Robert Anderson, a British Theologian of the late nineteenth century, 

wrote a book on the prophecies of Jesus’ return called  “The Coming Prince”.  

The work stresses the precision of God’s word.  It was this belief in the precision 

of the Lord’s Word that caused Sir Robert Anderson such quandary in the 

interpretations of Daniel’s 70 weeks.  Anderson worked on the prophecy for 
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some time before he discovered God’s clock.  Since this prophecy is about Jesus 

and His first coming, let’s take a closer look. 

 We see in Daniel’s prophecy (Daniel 9:25ff) that God says to the prophet 

(and therefore also to us): 

“Know and Understand This” 

 If God gives us a command to ‘know and understand’ something, then it 

surely seems reasonable to go ahead and try to learn that teaching.   We should 

learn all of the Word (even Chronicles) with equal vigor; but being just flesh, we 

learn the parts we like the best.  But it does seem reasonable that if God says 

“HEY LOOK AT THIS!!” that the least a prudent man would do is to pursue the 

lesson with more than cursory interest.  So let’s take a look; even if you hate 

math, try and get this!!! 

 God says that it will be “Seven sevens and sixty-two sevens until the 

Anointed One will be cut off.”  The term “sevens” as used here, means “units of 

seven” or periods of seven years [some writers call these units of seven years 

“weeks” of years].  So seven sevens and sixty-two sevens makes sixty-nine 

sevens (7+62 = 69) or 69 X 7 = 483 years until the unspeakable - the long-

awaited and eagerly expected Messiah (the Anointed One) would arrive on 

Israel’s stage and be cut off, i.e. KILLED! 

 [Note:  The Hebrew word used for cut - kârath - means 
to cut down or cut off (by implication:  to destroy or 
consume).  Kârath is used specifically with regard to 
covenant, eg.  The cutting into pieces of the animals 
one would walk between as a pledge of fidelity to the 
bargain or treaty (as Abraham did in Genesis 15:9-17).  
See Strong’s Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary entry 
3772.  Therefore regarding Messiah, the prophecy 
language cut off (kârath) means slaughtered 
(sacrificed) for the purpose of covenant.  Thank you, 
Jesus!] 
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 The promised redeemer of Genesis 3:15, who would crush Satan’s head, 

would be killed.  The grand hero of Israel would be rejected!  How can this be? 

 Isaiah said He would be “despised and rejected by men.” (Isaiah 53:3).  

And so He was.  But the 483 years was a problem.  Just when was all of this to 

happen? 

 Daniel 9:25 says we should start counting (start the clock) “from the 

issuing of the decree to rebuild Jerusalem” not just with streets and houses, but 

with “defenses”.   [The King James Version says “walls” and the NIV says 

“trench” (or literally “teeth”) but the concept is the same - a city with walls, gates 

and able to defend itself.] 

 The decree that Daniel’s prophecy is referring to is the decree given by 

King Artaxerxes to Nehemiah.  Artaxerxes was the son of Xerxes, the Grand 

Persian monarch, who had dreams of conquering Greece and the Western World 

around 480 BC.  Artaxerxes was a wise ruler and was sympathetic to the needs 

of the people in the lands conquered by his father.  He was especially sensitive 

to the needs of the Jews (he would have known Esther – his father’s queen - and 

possibly Mordecai – Esther’s uncle – see the book of Esther).  Artaxerxes gave 

one of his palace servants, a talented man named Nehemiah, a decree to go and 

rebuild the city of Jerusalem - to rebuild it’s walls and gates too!  Artaxerxes even 

helped pay for the project.  (See Nehemiah 2:1-9) 

 Nehemiah and the Jews had many enemies in the lands around 

Jerusalem.  The Holy Spirit of God spoke of this in the prophecy. 

Note: Consider the prophecy’s reference to “troublous times” and recall 
how Nehemiah had to build the wall with armed sentinels on duty and 
every worker armed and ready to fight!  Troublous times indeed.  
Interested readers are encouraged to read about the great wall building 
adventure in the Scripture book of Nehemiah.  The political scene that 
is portrayed is filled with intrigue and deceit.  Things haven’t changed 
much in 2,500 years.  

 History gives the 20th year of King Artaxerxes’ reign as 445 BC.  If we 

take this year (445 BC) as our starting point, then if we go forward through 
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history and through time 483 years, the prophecy says we will find “Messiah 

comes.” 

 Well, 445 BC plus 483 years takes us to 39 AD - well past the time of 

Jesus or His crucifixion.  Was something “wrong” with the Scriptures?  Other 

expositors attempted to link the prophecy to Jesus’ birth or other temporal events 

using extra biblical sources for their decree (starting point) but Anderson was 

sure that if God said “HEY LOOK AT THIS!” (i.e., “know and understand”), then 

all the data he needed to solve the problem would be found in the Holy Scripture 

- the Holy Spirit would have provided the answer somewhere. 

 And He had! 
 Anderson was sure that the prophecy of Daniel was accurate because it 

was “The Word of God” who cannot lie.  Then why would the prophecy indicate a 

time of 39 AD for the crucifixion? 

 Anderson found the key to the riddle in the story of Noah and the flood.  In 

Genesis 7, Verse 11-12, it says: 

 “...on the seventeenth day of the second month - on  

that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and  

the floodgates of the heavens were open.  And rain fell on  

the earth forty days and forty nights.” .  

 Later in Verses 3 and 4 of Chapter 8, the Word of the Lord says: 

 “...at the end of the hundred and fifty days the water had  

gone down, and on the seventeenth day of the seventh  

month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat.” . 

 Anderson realized that the period of time described in Genesis was 

exactly five months [from the 17th day of the 2nd month to the 17th day of the 7th 

month] and the Scripture says this was 150 days.  Since a ‘month’ was one cycle 

of the moon, then 5 months of exactly 150 days means 30 days per lunar month!  

But the lunar calendar in Anderson’s day (circa 1880) did not have 30 days per 

month, it had 29.5.  In fact, as far back in recorded history as one might care to 

check, the lunar synodic period (from New Moon to New Moon), was found to be 
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29.5 days. [Current measurements place the “mean” or average lunar month at 

29.530588 days]. 

 Five months of 29.5 days would be 147.5 days or rounded up at 148 days, 

but not 150 days.  And that was the answer!  Anderson realized that when God 

spoke in “prophetic time,” He used a clock - a lunar clock - of 30 days per month 

and 360 days per year (not the 365-1/4 days per year we use in our calendar). 

 If one looks elsewhere in Scripture, you can find confirmation of 

Anderson’s observation. 

 Daniel 7:25 refers to a period of time when Satan will attack the believers 

as time, times and half a time (i.e., 3-1/2 years). 

 John, in the Book of The Revelation, confirms this prophecy in 12:14.  But 

previously in 12:6, John explains that this same period prophesied by Daniel 

(time, times and half a time) was a period of 1260 days.  If we have a prophetic 

year of 360 days in view, then 1260 days divided by 360 equals 3-1/2 years.  And 

if we are talking about 30 days per month, then this period is 1260/30 = 42 

months exactly.  In Revelation 11:2-3, John also equates 42 months with a 

period of 1260 days.  Therefore, “a month” to God equals 30 days.  

 [Why a month to God is 30 days and a year is 360 days, is discussed later 

in Chapter 6.] 

 With the insight that a prophetic month was 30 days and a prophetic year 

of 12 months was 360 days, Anderson was now able to calculate Daniel’s 

prophecy of 69 weeks to Messiah more accurately.  “69 weeks” is (as shown 

earlier) 69 X 7 years or 483 years.  But this is 483 prophetic or “Holy years” as 

Anderson called them - years of 360 days each. Therefore, the time to Messiah 

computes to 483 X 360 = 173,880 days! 

 Using the same starting point as before (1st Nisan 445 BC - the issuing of 

the decree to rebuild Jerusalem given by Artaxerxes to Nehemiah - see 

Nehemiah Chapter 2), Anderson converted the lunar calendar to the Julian 

(solar) calendar and started to count the days and years at 365 for a normal year 

and 366 days (a February 29th) for a leap year - except for years ending in 00 - 

for this year there is no Leap Day (unless it is divisible by 400.  If the year ending 
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in 00 is divisible by 400 then the year is a leap year).  Anderson’s complicated 

approach provided the exact day the prophecy said, “Messiah will come.” 

 This detailed technique of Anderson’s also answered another question.  

The prophecy says Messiah will come - well one might ask “Will come where?” or 

“Will come how?” 

 The 173,880th day fell on the 10th of Nisan in the year 32 AD.  From 

Exodus 12 we know that the 10th of Nisan is the day that the Passover Lamb is 

taken into the house.  This day, the 10th of Nisan is Jesus’ triumphal entry (on 

the back of a donkey [Zechariah 9:9]) into the city and His entrance into the 

house - the house of the Lord - my Father’s house - the Temple in Jerusalem. 

(See Matthew 21) 

 We can approximate Anderson’s work by simply taking the 483 prophetic 

Holy years until “Messiah will come” and multiply them by (what I will call) 

Anderson’s conversion factor [A]=360/365.25.  This rough technique will not give 

us “to the day” accuracy like the day-to-day counting method, but it will give the 

reader a sense of what is happening. 

 If we take the prophetic 483 Holy years and multiply by (360 ÷365.25) we 

get 476.057, or just a hair over 476 years.   

 Beginning as we did originally with the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, 

or 445 BC, and going forward in time 476 years, we get the year 32 AD 

(Remember to add 1 more year to the Algebra of 476 - 445 = 31 because there is 

no year “zero”.  The Julian calendar goes from 1 BC to 1AD... with no year 

“zero”, so the math is 476 - 445 = 31 (+1) = 32 AD.) 

 Since we started at the beginning of the month of Nisan in 445 BC, we 

now arrive at the beginning of Nisan in the year 32 AD.  The decimal remainder 

of .057 takes us a number of days into the month of Nisan (the 10th would be 

perfect!) but the lunar calendar and the solar Julian calendar can vary from year 

to year by up to 20 or so days.  In this example .057 x 365 = 21 days, which is 11 

days past our correct target of the 10th.  But the answer is within our error limit of 

± 20 days.  Extra lunar months are added to the Jewish calendar every few years 

to correct this variance with the solar calendar.  This complicated calendar 
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resolution question is too complex for the scope of this work.  But what we have 

shown is that the prophecy of Daniel, which speaks of 69 weeks of years, means 

483 prophetic Holy years.  To convert this original metric of God’s clock to our 

calendar we can multiply by 360 ÷ 365.25 to get a very close approximation  (less 

than .005% error); or we can compute the precise answer by Anderson’s method 

of counting the days (and years and leap days and leap years).  

 The main point of all of this is quite simple:  God’s prophetic word, which 

He Himself holds up as the yard stick of His time transcendent omniscience, is 

precise.   

 We just need to use the same clock; God’s clock - the Moon! 
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